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A Message from Miles Braswell, City Manager  

Hello Citizens,  
     Congratulations to making it to 2021 and another month in, at that! Hopefully you are 
still keeping up with resolutions and by next year at this time can take time to reflect on 
the years past. So looking back at our accomplishments, the City has many to brag about. 
I decided now is a great time to pat ourselves on the back and let you know how Council, 
staff and citizens overcame this year of unexpected events and still made the best of it. 
     First, you have to understand that when City folk speak of the year, we typically are 
referring to a fiscal year. Our fiscal year starts on July 1st and ends June 30th. This is dif-
ferent than a typical calendar year, and the accomplishments I will highlight are from 
January to December 2020.  
     The first item I would like to mention deals with COVID and its impact to our busi-
nesses. As the pandemic struck our nation and the subsequent quarantine took effect, 
City Council’s fear was that businesses may lose their sales. Without this income source 
businesses may not be able to pay their property rent or mortgage payments. I am proud 
to say that Mount Holly City Council was the first in our area to design and approve a 
Small Business Emergency Loan Program. This allowed qualified businesses to apply for a 
low interest loan to assist with these payments.  Through Council’s proactive approach, 
several businesses were able to take advantage of this program and are still open today. 
     Another great accomplishment was the official opening of the Catawba Riverfront 
Greenway. This greenway was years in the making and connected a vital link between 
Tuckaseege Park and Linear Park, which is located adjacent to the Municipal Complex. 
This link also connects our Downtown to the park with paved paths and sidewalks. This 
greenway has been a welcomed relief from being indoors so much from the pandemic. If 
you haven’t taken a walk on the greenway, please do so, the scenery is amazing! 
     And finally, even though we didn’t get to experience the Summer Concert Series or 
Food Truck Fridays, I do recall that our July 4th Fireworks Celebration were truly special. 
Most, if not all, fireworks displays were cancelled throughout the region. Not here, be-
cause Council realized that citizens needed a small break from the monotony of staying 
at home and what better way to celebrate our country’s Independence Day than through 
the tradition of fireworks. Maybe I’m biased, but the display was possibly one of the best 
I’ve ever experienced. 
     As we chart our way through 2021, it is my hope that your highlights dim the tedious 
occasions.              
     Sincerely, Miles Braswell, City Manager   
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     For information in regard to spring sports registration please 
email    connor.sisk@mtholly.us or call 704-951-3024. 
     Are you looking for a place to exercise while staying socially distant 
with the benefit of spending some time with nature and enjoying  
some great views? Then please come check out our walking 
trails.   Tuckaseege Park (165 Broome Street) is home to a .7 mile trail 
that leads into the 1.2 mile paved Mount Holly River Front Green-
way.    The greenway meanders along the Catawba River connecting 

Tuckaseege Park to the Mount Holly Municipal Complex.  Mountain Island Park at Mount 
Holly (400 Mountain Island Road) has a 1.6 mile non-paved natural surface trail.  Also, Moun-
tain Island Park at Mount Holly is home to almost 3 miles of mountain bike trails. 
     For other Parks & Recreation information please check out the website www.mtholly.us or 
call 704-951-3006 

     December 30, 2020, marked the retirement of Sergeant Todd Calhoun from 
the Mount Holly Police Department after thirty and a half years of dedicated ser-
vice to the people of Mount Holly.  Todd is only the second Mount Holly officer to 
serve his entire career as an officer in the Mount Holly Police Department, pro-
viding the full measure of his resources, energies, and abilities to the finest tradi-
tion of his Department.       

     Todd’s achievements are an example for the present and future officers of our 
City of what can be accomplished by dedication and effective leadership.  Ser-
geant Calhoun was the first full time resource officer in our City and established 
the position as an important asset to the community by ensuring the safety of our 

children and school personnel as well as providing a role model for youth by demonstrating the importance 
of good character and a caring attitude.  Todd was also the City’s first bike officer, allowing him to more 
closely interact with our businesses and citizens as he served as our ambassador of goodwill, later providing 
instruction to other officers undertaking this position.  He also worked in the area of community outreach 
including assisting and establishing various community watch organizations.   

     Todd had the nearly perfect demeanor for being a police officer, being a natural born leader who served 
by example and never shirked or complained about any task assigned to him.  He is a humble and respectful 
gentleman who has a knack for sizing up a situation and taking the appropriate action without undue harm or 
stress to anyone and is a major contributor to the fine reputation that our police department enjoys, and has 
helped to establish the “Mount Holly way of policing.” 

     While Todd will be missed not only by the Police Department but by the City as a whole, we wish him the 
very best in his retirement and look forward to occasionally seeing him around our City.    

Friends of the Greenway (FROGS) a nonprofit or-

ganization, will be installing benches along the 1.2 

miles of Mount Holly River Front Greenway.  

FROGS secured funding for this project from vari-

ous community grant opportunities.  The City is 

excited to work in conjunction with FROGS to con-

tinue our goal of Connecting Community with Na-

ture.     Greenway Bench Replica  
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